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had never been allowed to see the contract by the plaintiff's
solicitors. The plaintiffs in the end were forced to produce
the contract in Court by Chief Baron Palles, and the clause
which Carson had pleaded was found to be included in it.
Thus, after a long fight, Carson won his case, and had the
satisfaction of knowing that his client had won by his
sagacious pleading. It must also have been a satisfaction
to the father, who had " put him to the Bar/5 to see him win
the case which his influence had brought. Moreover, this
building case, with all its details, gave young Carson a real
opportunity to try his hand at cross-examination. The fee
and the refreshers also were satisfactory. <c I lived on that
case for a long time,39 Lord Carson has confessed. His father
was only to live a few more years, and died in 1881, at the
age of fifty-nine ; but, even so, he lived to see his favourite
son on the way to making a good living, and to be proud of
him for that reason, although there was as yet no clear
promise of a great career.
For Carson's was a reputation which grew slowly on Irish
soil. Irish solicitors loved a man who could talk ; they were
worse than their English brethren on cc solicitors' points " :
having raised points without number, good, bad, and in-
different, in their briefs, they liked to have the satisfaction
of seeing their counsel argue them. But Carson would not
oblige them ; he had an uncanny power of seeing the real
point, the winning point, in a case, and had further the
courage to rely upon that point to the exclusion of all others.
For this reason, until his judgment was vindicated again
and again by long success, his advocacy was unpopular
with Irish solicitors, who preferred a counsel like Seymour
Bushe, who could and would take up with ease, eloquence,
and charm any line of argument supplied to him, by his
professional client.
Almost his first appearance in the Criminal Court at
Green Street was to defend a number of Trinity College
students, personal friends of his own, for an assault which
arose out of the Metropolitan Regatta. They had put money
on the winning crew with a bookmaker, who welshed ; he
was captured by his clients, who relieved him of what